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DESCRIPTION CASE CITATION ISSUE 

Adverse Employment Action 
Transfer from specialty unit can constitute “adverse 
employment action.” 

O’Bar v. Borough of Naugatuck, 260 F.Supp.2d 
514 (D.Conn. 2003) 

June 

Affirmative Action 
Divided supreme court upholds one affirmative 
action plan, strikes down the other. 

Grutter v. Bollinger, 123 S.Ct. 2325 (2003); Gratz 
v. Bollinger, 123 S.Ct. 2411  (2003) 

July 

Americans With Disabilities Act 
Depressed firefighter applicant allowed to proceed 
with ADA lawsuit. 

Edge v. City of Saint Paul, 2002 WL 31260012 
(D.Minn. 2002) 

January  

Police officer with MS loses ADA claim seeking 
assignment to light duty. 

Doner v. City of Rockford, 2003 WL 262514 
(N.D.Ill. 2003) 

April 

Major ADA case gives general guidelines on when 
employers can request medical information from 
employees. 

Conroy v. New York State Department of 
Correctional Services, 333 F.3d 88 (2nd Cir. 2003) 

November 

Arbitration Decisions 
Arbitrator grants civil deputies right to carry 
firearms. 

Monroe County Sheriff’s Association v. Monroe 
County, 752 N.Y.S.2d 457 (N.Y.A.D. 2002) 

March 

Rhode Island moves back to herd with respect to 
appeals of arbitrators’ decisions. 

State of Rhode Island Department of Corrections v. 
Rhode Island Brotherhood of Correctional Officers, 
2002 WL 31749557 (R.I.Super. 2002) 

February  

Supreme Court continues bias towards arbitration, 
narrowing circumstances under which courts can 
hear challenges to arbitrability.  

Howsam v. Dean Witter Reynolds, Inc., 537 U.S. 79 
(2002) 

January  

Rhode Island Supreme Court rules arbitrators have 
no authority to modify disciplinary sanctions issued 
to state corrections officers. 

State of Rhode Island Brotherhood of Correctional 
Officers, 819 A.2d 1286 (R.I. 2003) 

June 

California Supreme Court strikes down binding 
arbitration of wages. 

County of Riverside v. Riverside Sheriff’s 
Association, 132 Cal.Rptr.2d 713 (Cal. 2003) 

June 

Arbitrator’s post-opinion letter not enforceable. International Association of Fire Fighters, Local 
379 v. City of Marion, Ohio, 2003 WL 21142961 
(OhioApp. 2003) 

August 

Ohio continues down road of overturning 
arbitrators’ decisions, bucking the national trend in 
Cleveland. 

Association of Cleveland Firefighters, Local 93 v. 
City of Cleveland, 793 N.E.2d 484 (Ohio 2003) 

October 

When charter provision is incorporated into contract, 
it becomes enforceable through contract provisions. 

Detroit Police Officers Association v. City of 
Detroit, 2003 WL 22681729 (Mich.App. 2003) 

December 

Attorney Fees 
Court refuses to award $78,299 in attorney fees for 
$426 worth of missed meals for officers. 

Huntington Beach Police Officers Association v. 
City of Huntington Beach, 2003 WL 1984746 
(Cal.App. 2003) 

August 

Town not required to pay Police Chief’s attorney’s 
fees for defending criminal charges. 

Triplett v. Town of Oxford, 791 N.E.2d 310 (Mass. 
2003) 

October 
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Benefits 
Officer who used marijuana while on suspension for 
using cocaine loses unemployment benefits. 

City of Boston v. Deputy Director of the Division of 
Employment & Training, 794 N.E.2d 1259 
(Mass.App. 2003) 

November 

Bill Of Rights 
California Bill of Rights does not extend to routine 
non-disciplinary transfers. 

Rasmussen v. Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 
Department, 2002 WL 31722701 (Cal.App. 2002) 

March 

Rhode Island court rules police officers covered by 
Bill of Rights have no Weingarten rights. 

Town of North Kingstown v. Local 473, 
International Brotherhood of Police Officers, 
N.A.G.E., 819 A.2d 1274 (R.I. 2003) 

September 

Civil Service 
FDNY does not violate civil service law by 
simultaneously holding promotional and open 
examinations for firefighter position. 

Gallagher v. City of New York, 761 N.Y.S.2d 37 
(N.Y.A.D. 2003) 

November 

Civil Lawsuits 
Court allows NY firefighters to file claim notices in 
September 11 case. 

Acevedo v. City of New York, 751 N.Y.S.2d 703 
(N.Y.A.D. 2002) 

March 

Officer not entitled to civil defense where lawsuit 
stemmed from failed off-duty romantic overtures. 

Schenectady Police Benevolent Association v. City 
of Schenectady, 750 N.Y.S.2d 666 (N.Y.A.D. 2002)  

February  

Officer entitled to reimbursement for attorney fees 
incurred in defending against criminal assault 
charges, but not for charges relating to witness 
tampering. 

Monek v. Borough of South River, 808 A.2d 114 
(N.J.Super. 2002) 

January  

Departments not liable for failing to enforce civil 
restraining order against one of their officers. 

Goodell v. Eoff, 2003 WL 21872528 (9th Cir. 2003) October 

Civil Rights 
Mass refusal to volunteer for specialty assignment 
not an illegal strike. 

Buffalo Police Benevolent Association, 35 NYPER 
¶8001 (N.Y. PERB ALJ 2002) 

February  

Collective Bargaining 
Florida Supreme Court reverses itself, grants deputy 
sheriffs collective bargaining rights. 

Coastal Florida Police Benevolent Association, 
Inc. v. Williams, 838 So.2d 543 (Fla. 2003) 

March 

By following practice over substantial period of 
time, employer creates term/condition of 
employment subject to bargaining. 

City of Reno Police Protective Association, 59 P.3d 
1212 (Nev. 2002) 

March  

Board Decisions 
Kansas sheriff wins battle with Board of 
Commissioners.  

Board of County Commissioners of the County of 
Lincoln v. Nielander, 62 P.3d 247 (Kan. 2003) 

June 

Pittsburgh’s civilian review board loses challenge to 
police union’s contract. 

Citizen Police Review Board of the City of 
Pittsburgh v. Murphy, 819 A.2d 1216 (Pa.Cmwlth. 
2003) 

September 

Compensatory Time Off 
Ninety-three-year-old volunteer firefighter entitled 
to workers’ compensation benefits after falling while 
tending wood burning stove in station.  

Capano v. Bound Brook Relief Fire Co. #4, 811 
A.2d 510 (N.J.Super. 2002) 

March 

Defamation 
Officer falsely accused of “killing, raping, and 
planting false evidence” loses defamation lawsuit. 

Jorg v. Cincinnati Black United Front, 792 N.E.2d 
781 (OhioApp. 2003) 

September 

Disability Issues 
Disability discrimination law does not require 
Department to assign officer position where he will 
not be disrespected.  

Hopkins v. City of Bothell, 2003 WL 21326845 
(Wash.App. 2003) 

September 
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Discipline 
Post-discipline hearing does not satisfy 
constitutional requirement for pre-disciplinary 
Loudermill hearing. 

Barnthouse v. City of Edmond, 73 P.2d 840 (Okla. 
2003) 

June 

Court strictly enforces one-year statute of limitations 
on disciplinary investigations. 

Jackson v. City of Los Angeles, 4 Cal.Rptr.3d 325 
(Cal.App. 2003) 

November 

Discrimination 
Transfers not sufficiently adverse employment 
action to justify discrimination lawsuit. 

City of Austin v. Brown, 96 S.W.3d 588 (Tex.App. 
2002) 

March  

Transgender officer loses discrimination claim over 
pronoun use, restroom privileges. 

Doe v. City of Minneapolis, 2002 WL 31819236 
(Minn. 2002) 

March  

Sixty-year-old firefighter wins at least $109,222 in 
age discrimination lawsuit. 

Julian v. City of Houston, 314 F.3d 721 (5th Cir. 
2002) 

February  

Failure to transfer corporal to crime team not serious 
enough employment action to invoke federal 
discrimination laws. 

Wagstaff v. City of Durham, 233 F.Supp.2d 739 
(M.D.N.C. 2002) 

February  

Former police chief loses lawsuit against former 
mayor who called chief a fat S.O.B. 

McGinnis v. City of East Helena, 63 P.3d 512 
(Mont. 2002) 

February 

Court refuses to allow discrimination case to 
proceed as class action. 

Monahan v. City of Wilmington, 2002 WL 
31341336 (3rd Cir. 2002) 

January  

Appeals court upholds race discrimination verdicts 
against NYPD in wake of post-Louima transfers. 

Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association of the City of 
New York v. City of New York, 310 F.3d 43 (2nd 
Cir. 2002) 

January  

City found guilty of discrimination when using rule 
of three for first time. 

Vedder v. City of Warrensville Heights, 2002 WL 
31320350 (OhioApp. 2002) 

January  

Overweight, cigarette-smoking sergeant loses 
gender discrimination lawsuit aiming at placement 
on SWAT team.  

Stahl v. Board of Commissioners of Unified 
Government of Wyandotte County/Kansas City, 
Kansas 244 F.Supp.2d 1181 (D.Kan. 2003) 

May 

Statistics alone fail to prove police lieutenant’s 
gender and pregnancy discrimination claims. 

Glenn-Davis v. City of Oakland, 2003 WL 
21244061 (N.D.Cal. 2003). 

August 

Rejection of 32-year-old police applicant because of 
old age not illegal discrimination. 

Donahue v. City of Boston, 264 F.Supp.2d 74 
(D.Mass 2003) 

August 

Concern about sergeant’s devotion to husband and 
children can be basis for sexual discrimination 
lawsuit. 

Shesko v. City of Coatesville, 2003 WL 22795220 
(E.D.Pa. 2003) 

December 

Drug Testing 
Arizona refuses to follow lead of Alaska and 
Massachusetts, finds state constitution does not 
prohibit random drug testing of firefighters. 

Peterson v. City of Mesa, 63 P.3d 309 (Ariz.App. 
2003) 

April 

Due Process 
Aged applicant has no due process right to job. Moore v. Muncie Police and Fire Merit 

Commission, 312 F.3d 322 (7th Cir. 2002) 
February  

Employee must request “name clearing” hearing for 
due process to require such a hearing. 

Dean v. City of New Orleans, 2003 WL 1338716 
(E.D.La. 2003) 

July 

Transfer of “disempowered” police officers to 
clerical duties does not violate due process. 

Lisle v. Metropolitan Government of Nashville and 
Davidson County, Tennessee, 2003 WL 21580642 
(6th Cir. 2003) 

September 

New Jersey court overturns arbitrator’s opinion that 
dismissed discipline for not being imposed within 30 
days. 

In re Arbitration Between FOP Lodge 97 v. 
Gloucester County, 2003 WL 22703512 (N.J.A.D. 
2003) 

December 

Duty Of Fair Representation 
Police union does not breach duty of fair 
representation by reaching grievance settlement 
without consent of grievant.  

Matejek v. A.F.S.C.M.E., Local 760, 2002 WL 
31758652 (Conn.Super. 2002) 

February  

Duty of fair representation applies even though 
firefighter had right to seek arbitration on his own.  

Lopez v. Milpitas Firefighters, IAFF Local 1699, 
29 PPER ¶33109 (Cal. PERB ALJ 2002) 

January  
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Assurance that corrections officer “not in trouble” 
does not negate right to representation under 
Weingarten. 

Pennsylvania State Corrections Officers 
Association v. Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 33 
PPER ¶33157 (Pa. LRB ALJ 2002) 

January  

State labor board, not courts proper place to bring 
duty of fair representation claim. 

Brondes v. International Union of Police 
Associations, Local 71, 2002 WL 31393906 
(OhioApp. 2002) 

January  

Union does not breach duty of fair representation by 
not participating in civil service hearing in which 
firefighter was represented by attorney. 

Egged v. City of Livonia, 2003 WL 21978746 
(Mich.App. 2003) 

October 

Fair Labor Standards Act 
City of Boston gets mixed results in affirmative 
action, FLSA case. 

Harris v. City of Boston, 253 F.Supp.2d 136 
(D.Mass. 2003) 

May 

FLSA compensatory time off standards set the floor, 
not the ceiling, on benefit levels. 

County of Saint Clair v. Illinois FOP Labor 
Council, 789 N.E.2d 451 (Ill.App. 2003) 

July 

False Complaint Statute 
Court upholds constitutionality of California false 
complaint statute. 

Loshonkohl v. Kinder, 135 Cal.Rptr.2d 114 
(Cal.App. 2003) 

August 

Family And Medical Leave Act 
Request to spend time with ailing parents does not 
trigger family leave rights. 

Stevens v. California Department of Corrections, 
132 Cal.Rptr.2d 19 (Cal.App. 2003) 

April 

Supreme Court upholds applicability of FMLA to 
state governments. 

Nevada Dept. of Human Resources v. Hibbs, 123 
S.Ct. 1972 (2003) 

July 

Fifth Amendment  
Appeals court rules it is acceptable to punish 
employee for invoking Fifth Amendment rights, so 
long as employer doesn’t threaten to do so in 
advance. 

Dwan v. City of Boston, 329 F.3d 275 (1st Cir. 
2003) 

July 

Freedom Of Speech 
Calling a police officer “garbage” is constitutionally 
protected. 

Ray v. City of Bossier City, 2003 WL 22417108 
(La.App. 2003) 

December  

Garrity Rule 
Garrity rule does not apply in civil proceedings. Fierson v. City of Terrell, 2003 WL 21955863 

(N.D.Tex. 2003) 
October 

Grievance Procedure 
Prejudice to City not necessary for grievance to be 
rejected on timeliness grounds. 

City of Dayton, 117 LA 1142 (Imundo, Jr. 2002) March 

What happens to grievance procedure timelines 
when an employer fails to respond to a grievance? 

Los Angeles Police Protective League v. City of Los 
Angeles, 2003 WL 649334 (Cal.App. 2003) 

May  

Employer not required to arbitrate grievance 
challenging hiring practices. 

Middlesex Sheriff’s Office v. IBCO, Local RI-193, 
2003 WL 22700179 (Mass.Super. 2003) 

December 

Healthcare Issues 
Frequently asked questions about the health 
insurance portability and accountability act (HIPPA) 

45 Code of Federal Regulations (C.F.R.) Part 160 
and Part 164 

July 

New Jersey court decides major heart/lung 
presumptions case involving smoking firefighter 
with emphysema. 

Lindquist v. City of Jersey City Fire Department, 
814 A.2d 1069 (N.J. 2003) 

April 

Court gives broad reading to “catastrophic injury” in 
case involving continuation of healthcare benefits. 

O’Loughlin v. Village of River Forest, 788 N.E.2d 
157 (Ill.App. 2003) 

June 

Hours Of Work 
“Workday” for firefighters for purposes of military 
leave means any 24-hour period in which work is 
done. 

Hall v. City of Omaha, 663 N.W.2d 97 (Neb. 2003) October  
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Incentive Pays 
Incentive pay for degrees from Western States 
University violates public policy. 

City of Hartford v. Local 760, International 
Association of Fire Fighters, 828 A.2d 698 
(Conn.Super. 2003) 

July 

Police officers lose equal protection challenge to 
education incentive program. 

Ackerman v. City of Columbus, Georgia, 269 
F.Supp.2d 1354 (M.D.Ga. 2003) 

September 

Independent Contractor 
Officer’s off-duty security work done as 
independent contractor for tax purposes. 

Cicciari v. Commissioner of Internal Revenue, 
2003 WL 21403190 (U.S. Tax Ct. 2003) 

October  

Internal Affairs Issues 
New York Civil Liberties Union denied access to 
use of force and internal affairs records. 

New York Civil Liberties Union v. City of 
Schenectady, 761 N.Y.S.2d 704 (N.Y.A.D. 2003) 

September 

Last Chance Agreement 
Firefighter has no standing to challenge upholding 
termination under last chance agreement. 

Casanova v. City of Chicago, 793 N.E.2d 907 
(Ill.App. 2003) 

September 

Personnel Files 
Personnel file purging requirements strictly 
construed. 

City of Brownsville v. Garza, 2003 WL 21025892 
(Tex.App. 2003) 

August 

Massachusetts court finds internal affairs records not 
protected by “personnel file” exemption in public 
records law.  

Worcester Telegram & Gazette Corporation v. 
Chief of Police of Worcester, 787 N.E.2d 602 
(Mass.App. 2003) 

August 

Officer fired for not releasing doctor’s report to 
Department. 

Sangirardi v. Village of Stickney, 793 N.E.2d 787 
(Ill.App. 2003) 

September 

Purging clause in contract falls to requirements of 
public records act.  

Keller v. City of Columbus, 797 N.E.2d 964 (Ohio 
2003) 

December 

Inmate gains access to some personnel records of 
corrections officers. 

Beyah v. Goord, 766 N.Y.S.2d 222 (A.D. 2003) December  

Probationary Officers 
Probationary fire captain loses appeal on demotion. Gee v. City of Sacramento Civil Service Board, 

2002 WL 31854889 (Cal.App. 2002) 
March  

Probationary sergeant not entitled to hearing before 
demotion. 

Kraus v. City of Waukesha Police and Fire 
Commission, 662 N.W.2d 294 (Wis. 2003) 

August 

Promotional Examinations 
Make-up test for promotional examination violates 
merit system rules. 

In The Matter of Police Sergeant, City of Paterson, 
819 A.2d 1173 (N.J. 2003) 

June 

Promotional grievance subject to arbitration. Southbury v. Southbury Police Union, 2003 WL 
21384643 (Conn. 2003) 

August 

Saint Louis does not have the right to extend expired 
fire department promotional list. 

State ex rel. Stewart v. Civil Service Commission of 
Saint Louis, 2003 WL 22660984 (Mo.App. 2003) 

December 

Promotional Rules 
Remedy for promotion violation can be placement at 
top of next promotion list, not immediate promotion. 

Mulhern v. Civil Service Commission, 785 N.E.2d 
1271 (Mass.App. 2003) 

July 

Property Interest  
Chief-level employees have no property interest in 
their employment. 

Muncy v. City of Dallas, Texas, Case No. 02-10051 
(5th Cir. 2003) 

October 

Police chief has no property interest in job. Wilson v. City of Sardis, 2003 WL 22682851 
(Ga.App. 2003) 

December 

Public Disclosure  
California court refuses to order public disclosure of 
post-internal investigation report. 

Rackauckas v. Superior Court, 104 Cal.App.4th 
169 (2002) 

March  

Citizen review board’s narrative report of shooting 
investigation not subject to public disclosure. 

Davis v. City of San Diego, 131 Cal.Rptr.2d 266 
(Cal.App. 2003) 

August 
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City not required to disclose applications for 
position of police officer. 

Landry v. City of Dearborn, 2003 WL 22717645 
(Mich.App. 2003) 

December 

Racial Discrimination  
Promotion of white officers fatal to reverse 
discrimination claim. 

Altizer v. City of Roanoke, Virginia, 2003 WL 
1456514 (W.D.Va. 2003) 

May 

Civil service board’s decision given binding effect 
in race discrimination lawsuit. 

Bishop v. City of Birmingham, 260 F.Supp.2d 1149 
(N.D.Ala. 2003) 

July 

NYPD detectives upset at safety in undercover 
assignments lose race discrimination, smoking 
lawsuits. 

Tamayo v. City of New York, 2003 WL 21448366 
(S.D.N.Y. 2003) 

September 

Court finds Philadelphia does not distinguish 
between officers on basis of race with respect to 
domestic violence termination. 

Oaks v. City of Philadelphia, 2003 WL 1228025 
(3rd. Cir. 2003) 

July 

Two officers win $300,000 each in racial harassment 
claim. 

Alcorn v. City of Baton Rouge, 851 So.2d 1194 
(La.App. 2003) 

September 

Philadelphia PD’s “automatic termination” policy 
upheld against racial discrimination challenge. 

Coleman v. City of Philadelphia, 2003 WL 
22594411 (3rd Cir. 2003) 

December 

Racial Profiling  
Employer must bargain over racial profiling 
measures. 

Claremont POA v. City of Claremont, 5 Cal.Rptr.3d 
326 (Cal.App. 2003) 

November 

Religion 
Religion and the job: Indiana state trooper fired for 
refusing to work in casino. 

Endres v. Indiana State Police, 334 F.3d 618 (7th 
Cir. 2003) 

September 

Residency Requirements 
No constitutional infirmity in requiring elected 
members of retirement board to be residents. 

Akhtar v. Charter County of Wayne, 2003 WL 
327624 (Mich.App. 2003) 

April 

Court upholds Arbitrator’s decision eliminating 
residency requirement. 

Town of Cicero v. Illinois Association of 
Firefighters, IAFF Local 717, 788 N.E.2d 286 
(Ill.App. 2003) 

June 

City loses discharge for residency violation for 
failure to file paperwork with court. 

Ketterer v. City of Cleveland, 2003 WL 21027607 
(OhioApp. 2003) 

July 

In spite of surveillance, City of Cleveland loses 
residency case. 

Wolf v. City of Cleveland, 2003 WL 21434779 
(OhioApp. 2003) 

November 

Retirement  
Employees and beneficiaries have no right to 
challenge underfunding of retirement system. 

IAFF, Local 2665 v. City of Clayton, 320 F.3d 849 
(8th Cir. 2003) 

April 

County not bound by County Manager’s, 
Commissioners’ promises of post-retirement 
insurance to deputy sheriff. 

Denson v. Richmond County, 583 S.E.2d 318 
(N.C.App. 2003) 

October 

Right To Privacy 
California Appeals Court gives broad reading to 
privacy rules concerning internal investigations and 
disciplinary appeals. 

San Diego Police officers Association v. City of San 
Diego Civil Service Commission, 125 Cal.Rptr.2d 
248 (Cal.App. 2002) 

February 

Sergeant wins lawsuit when Chief discloses tape 
recording of officer’s conversation on Department 
phone. 

Zaffuto v. City of Hammond, 90 Fair 
Empl.Prac.Cas. 17 (5th Cir. 2002) 

January  

Employer violates Weingarten rule when it prohibits 
union representative from privately consulting with 
employee during interview. 

Pennsylvania State Corrections Officers 
Association v. Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 33 
PPER ¶33177 (Pa. LRB 2002) 

May 

Newspaper not entitled to names of officers 
involved in racial profiling study. 

Star Tribune v. City of Saint Paul, 600 N.W.2d 821 
(Minn.App. 2003) 

August 

Employees have right to consult privately with 
union representative before or during disciplinary 
investigation interview. 

In the Matter of City of Marine (Police 
Department), __MPER ¶ ____, Docket No. C02 D-
096 (2003) 

August 
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Assistant fire chief loses privacy lawsuit over 
cleaning out of his office. 

Peitsmeyer v. Jackson Township Board of Trustees, 
2003 WL 21940713 (OhioApp. 2003) 

October 

Union restricted to arbitration remedies in claiming 
members subjected to illegal search. 

Michigan State Police Troopers Association v. 
State of Michigan, 2003 WL 22514650 (Mich.App. 
2003) 

December 

Sexual Harassment 
Corrections officers win $150,000 each in emotional 
distress damages in sexual harassment case.  

Brissette v. Franklin County Sheriff’s Office, 235 
F.Supp.2d 63 (D.Mass. 2003) 

March 

Employer has no liability when it promptly 
disciplines sexual harasser. 

Greer v. City of Escondido, 2002 WL 31555286 
(Cal.App. 2002) 

February  

Corrections department not vicariously liable for 
serious sexual harassment. 

Powell v. Department of Corrections, 2003 WL 
462418 (Mich.App. 2003) 

April 

Warden’s affairs with employees do not constitute 
sexual harassment of other women employees. 

Mackey v. Department of Corrections, 130 
Cal.Rptr.2d 57 (Cal.App. 2003) 

May 

Even though not supervisor for collective bargaining 
purposes, sergeant can be considered to be a 
supervisor for sexual harassment law. 

Smith v. City of Oklahoma City, 2003 WL 1870996 
(10th Cir. 2003) 

June 

Comment by undersheriff that he wanted to date 
personnel director not enough to establish sexual 
harassment. 

Boyd v. Charter County of Wayne, 2003 WL 
21362982 (Mich.App. 2003) 

November 

Sexual Misconduct 
Sex in patrol car with babysitter not necessarily 
official misconduct. 

People v. Perkins, 662 N.W.2d 727 (Mich. 2003) October 

Sick Leave 
New Orleans police officers possess no contract 
rights to “run out” sick leave on retirement. 

Lafleur v. City of New Orleans, 831 So.2d 941 (La. 
2002) 

February  

Stress Disability 
Firefighter’s stress measured against that of other 
firefighters, not employees in the general workplace. 

Crosby v. City of Burlington, 2003 WL 22744344 
(Vt. 2003) 

December 

Termination 
Fact that dispatcher was getting calls wrong, not her 
disability, was basis for termination. 

Buchmeier v. Village of Richton Park 2002 WL 
31817985 (N.D.Ill. 2002) 

February  

Fired Fire Chief recovers $250,000 and 
reinstatement in lawsuit. 

Unreported Decision June 

Tuition Reimbursement 
Court requires officer to repay costs of training. Smith v. Kriska, 113 S.W.3d 293 (Mo.App. 2003) November 
Unfair Labor Practice 
Employment Relations Commission has exclusive 
jurisdiction over unfair labor practice allegations. 

Capitol City Lodge 141, Fraternal Order of Police 
v. Ingham County Board of Commissioners, 2003 
WL 22717995 (Mich.App. 2003) 

December 

Uniforms 
No constitutional right to wear a uniform while off 
duty. 

Shelby County Deputy Sheriff’s Association v. 
Gilless, 2003 WL 21206067 (6th Cir. 2003) 

August 

Vehicles 
Officer not entitled to civil defense for off-duty 
incident involving automobile collision. 

Schilt v. New York City Transit Authority, 759 
N.Y.S.2d 10 (N.Y.A.D. 2003) 

June 

Wages 
Firefighters assigned to call-taker duties not entitled 
to dispatcher pay. 

Watts v. City of Houston, 2003 WL 21299815 
(Tex.App. 2003) 

August 
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Whistleblower Protection 
Massachusetts court resolves conflict between 
whistleblower law and binding arbitration. 

City of Everett v. International Brotherhood of 
Police Officers, Local 633, 2003 WL 1699353 
(Mass.Super. 2003) 

May 

Discharged officer has no protection under state 
whistleblower law. 

Forrest v. City of Ridgetop, 2003 WL 21954195 
(Tenn.App. 2003) 

October 

Corrections officer loses reinstatement rights in 
whistleblower claim by not reporting allegations to 
ethics commission. 

Goldsby v. State Department of Corrections, 2003 
WL 22519470 (La.App. 2003) 

December  

Workers’ Compensation 
Time frame for filing workers’ compensation claim 
for firefighter’s hearing loss starts running on last 
day of exposure, not when firefighter discovers 
injury. 

Schulknight v. City of North Charleston, 574 S.E.2d 
194 (S.C. 2002) 

February 

Fire Chief’s widow wins workers’ compensation 
benefits. 

Van Wert v. Schaghticoke Volunteer Fire 
Department, 754 N.Y.S.2d 90 (N.Y.A.D. 2003) 

May  

Deputy entitled to workers’ compensation when 
injured while driving patrol car to part-time job as 
security guard. 

Harris County Sheriff’s Office v. Negrete, 578 
S.E.2d 579 (Ga.App. 2003) 

May 

Deposition in workers’ compensation case not 
subject to Peace Officer Bill of Rights. 

Shafer v. County of Los Angeles Sheriff’s 
Department, 131 Cal.Rptr.2d 670 (Cal.App. 2003) 

June 

Neither deputy’s wife nor ex-wife entitled to 
survivor’s benefit in workers’ compensation case. 

Cotham v. Perry County, 2003 WL 1798116 (Tenn. 
2003) 

August 

Wheels of termination of Fire Chief set in motion 
before he filed workers’ compensation claim. 

Engle v. City of Livonia, 2003 WL 22138287 
(Mich.App. 2003) 

November 

Injury suffered while on special duty status during 
training compensable while under workers’ 
compensation system. 

Cornett v. City of Omaha Police and Fire 
Retirement System, 664 N.W.2d 23 (Neb. 2003) 

November 

 


