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DESCRIPTION CASE CITATION ISSUE 

Adverse Employment Action 
 Inconsistent explanations for transfer can be basis 
for $300,000 retaliation verdict. 

McDonough v. City of Quincy, WL 1719947 (1st 
Cir. 2006) 

August 

   
Affirmative Action 
Omaha’s affirmative action plan for fire department 
ruled discriminatory. 

Kohlbek v. City of Omaha, Nebraska, 2006 WL 
1132355 (8th Cir. 2006) 

June 

   
Americans With Disabilities Act 
Police officer jobs can include forcible arrest 
requirement without violating ADA. 

Allen v. Hamm, 2006 WL 436054 (D.Md. 2006) April 

Firefighter applicant loses ADA lawsuit. Bradley v. Arlington County, Virginia, 2006 WL 
1446186 (4th Cir. 2006) 

July 

Firefighter’s inability to run may provide basis for 
ADA claim. 

Davis v. City of Grapevine, 2006 WL 563219 
(Tex.App. 2006) 

May 

Sergeant loses ADA lawsuit against Sheriff’s Office. Fornes v. Osceola County Sheriff’s Office, 2006 
WL 1208050 (11th Cir. 2006) 

June 

Court holds open possibility of light-duty jobs as 
accommodation under ADA. 

Keys v. City of Philadelphia, 2005 WL 3234847 
(E.D.Pa. 2005) 

January 

Simply referring to officer applicant as “drunk” does 
not invoke ADA.  

Kreger v. Baldwin Borough, 2006 WL 456249 
(W.D.Pa. 2006) 

April 

Police captain’s cancer not covered by ADA. McNiff v. Town of Dracut, 2006 WL 1464473 
(D.Mass. 2006) 

July 

   
Arbitration Decisions 
Arbitrator rejects hemp oil defense in drug-testing 
case. 

No case citation. Article provided by Downes, 
Hurst & Fishel, a Columbus, Ohio law firm. 

February 

Arbitration can be an alternative to civil service 
appeals. 

City of Dayton v Fraternal Order of Police, 2006 
WL 2105864 (OhioApp. 2006) 

September 

Arbitrator not free to “piece together” final offers. Fraternal Order of Police, Queen City Lodge 
#69 v. City of Cincinnati, 2006 WL 2571945 
(OhioApp. 2006) 

November 

Town violates contract by forcing officers to work 
overtime. 

Town of Saugus, Massachusetts and Saugus 
Police Patrol Officers Union, LAIG 6383 
(Irvings, 2006) 

November 

Court upholds arbitrator’s award of interest on back 
pay. 

City Of Detroit v. Detroit Fire Fighters 
Association, 2006 WL 2355085 (Mich.App. 
2006) 

November 

Court upholds Arbitrator’s opinion overturning 
Cincinnati officer’s firing. 

City of Cincinnati v. Queen City Lodge #69, 2005 
WL 3117212 (Ohio App. 2005) 

January 

Court upholds Arbitrator’s opinion overturning 
disciplinary transfers of officers. 

City of Dayton v. Fraternal Order of Police, 2006 
WL 574307 (OhioApp. 2006) 

May 

City not allowed to change dispatch procedure for 
medical calls. 

City of Gardner, Massachusetts, LAIG 6352 
(Zuckerman, 2006) 

July 

Court upholds Arbitrator’s opinion enforcing 
staffing clause. 

City of Oak Park v. Police Officers Association of 
Michigan, 2006 WL 1479552 (Mich.App. 2006) 

August 
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Arbitrator uses recklessness standard for judging 
motor vehicle accident. 

City of Pueblo, Colorado and IBPO, Local 537, 
LAIG 6330 (Craig, 2006) 

May 

Court upholds Arbitrator’s reinstatement of officer 
who served alcohol to minor. 

Hamburg Township v. Michigan Association of 
Police, 2006 WL 355157 (Mich.App. 2006) 

April 

Police Union loses battle to overturn civilian union’s 
arbitration decision. 

Patrolman’s Benevolent Association of the City of 
New York v. District Council 37, AFSCME, 2005 
WL 3470347 (N.Y.Sup. 2005) 

March 

Court reinstates Arbitrator’s decision reversing 
discharge of firefighter for sexual harassment. 

San Mateo County Fire Fighters v. South County 
Fire Protection Agency, 2006 WL 1000351 
(Cal.App. 2006) 

June 

Arbitrator not required to disclose service on 
arbitration panel with different police agency. 

Thomas v. City of North Las Vegas, 127 P.3d 1057 
(Nev. 2006) 

April 

More than one firefighter allowed to use leave per 
shift. 

Town of Kingston, Massachusetts, LAIG 6360 
(Altman, 2005) 

Aug 
 

Arbitrator reinstates KKK trooper. State Law Enforcement Bargaining Council 
and State of Nebraska (Caffera, 2006) 

October 

Arbitrator finds 14-year delay in filing fire union’s 
grievance a bit too untimely. 

City of Richmond Heights, Ohio and 
International Association of Fire Fighters, 
Local 2009, LAIG 6388 (Weisheit, 2006) 

October 

Detectives’ work schedules arbitrable. Rebert v. York County Detectives 
Association, 2006 WL 2933942 (Pa.Cmwlth. 
2006) 

December 

Past practice prohibits change to eight-hour shift. Township of Sumpter, Michigan, LAIG 6340 
(Glazer, 2006) 

August 

Attorney Fees 
   
Benefits 
Pilot’s survivors entitled to public safety officers’ 
benefits. 

Groff v. United States, 2006 2079108 (Fed.Cl. 
2006) 

September 

Trooper’s widow loses battle to keep non-custodial 
children from sharing survivor benefits. 

Zach v. Eacker, 716 N.W.2d 437 (Neb. 2006) September 

Bill Of Rights 
Routine discussion with supervisor not covered by 
Bill of Rights 

Steinert v. City of Covina, 2006 WL 2875802 
(Cal.App. 2006) 

December 

Civil Service 
Georgia Sheriff not entitled to fire 27 employees. Hill v. Watkins, 2006 WL 452663 (Ga. 2006) April 
Court upholds reinstatement of officer who used 
peyote in religious rites. 

Salt Lake City Corporation v. Salt Lake City Civil 
Service Commission, 2006 WL 350202 (Utah App. 
2006) 

April 

Civil Lawsuits 
Court upholds Arbitrator’s ruling requiring state to 
provide defense to trooper in civil action. 

Pennsylvania State Police v. Pennsylvania State 
Troopers Association, 2006 WL 1788423 (Pa. 
Cmwlth. 2006) 

August 

Officer can bring lawsuit for being struck by 
lightning. 

Walrond v. County of Somerset, 2006 WL 10098 
(N.J.Sup. 2006) 

February 

   
Civil Rights 
   
Class Action Fairness Act 
   
Collective Bargaining 
Police Union has right to suspend member for one 
year. 

Berich v. Ithaca Police Benevolent Association, 
2005 WL 3073388 (N.Y.A.D. 2005) 

January 

Court upholds Oklahoma collective bargaining law. City of Enid v. Public Employee Relations Board, 
2006 WL 625834 (Okla. 2006) 

May 
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No obligation to bargain with union over 
implementation of racial profiling policy: “Effects 
Bargaining” to await another day. 

Claremont Police Officers Ass’n v. City of 
Claremont, 2006 WL 2336891 (Cal. 2006) 

September 

A tentative agreement is not the same as a contract. Coventry Fire District v. Rhode Island State Labor 
Relations Board, 2005 WL 2883170 (R.I.Super. 
2005) 

January 

Detroit not allowed to lay off firefighters. Detroit Fire Fighters Association v. City of Detroit, 
2006 WL 1236770 (Mich.App. 2006) 

June 

Detroit firefighters block layoffs. Detroit Fire Fighters Association, IAFF Local 344 
v. City of Detoit, 2006 WL 1827948 (Mich.App. 
2006) 

August 

Court overturns pre-employment agreement to repay 
training costs. 

Lewiston v. Lloyd, 2006 WL 2053110 (Mont. 2006) September 

Lieutenants do not have right to bargain under 
Maryland ordinance. 

Mayor and City Council of Ocean City v. Bunting, 
2006 WL 861068 (Md.App. 2006) 

May 

Past practice can overcome clear contract language. Borough of Baldwin, Pennsylvania and Baldwin 
Police Association, LAIG 6384 (Miller, 2005) 

October 

Collective bargaining agreement does not trump 
state veterans’ preference law. 

Stammeyer v. Division of Narcotics Enforcement of 
the Iowa Department of Public Safety, 2006 WL 
133336 (IowaApp. 2006) 

March 

Constitutional Issues 
No constitutional violation arising out of internal 
union discipline. 

Hallinan v. Fraternal Order of Police, Chicago 
Lodge 7, 2006 WL 2494743 (N.D.Ill. 2006) 

October 

FBI and Secret Service can ask applicants whether 
they have ever committed adultery. 

Croddy v.  Federal  Bureau of  
Invest igation,  2006 WL 2844261 (D.D.C. 
2006)  

December 

FOP loses challenge to charitable solicitations law. Fraternal Order of Police, North Dakota State 
Lodge v. Stenehjem, 431 F.3d 591 (N.D. 2005) 

March 

Criminal Issues 
Officer not acting in course and scope of 
employment when he committed murder. 

Brown v. Mayor and City Council, 2006 WL 
435832 (Md.App. 2006) 

April 

Defamation 
Police chief loses $2.5 million defamation verdict on 
appeal. 

Blue v. Pasadena Unified School District, 2005 WL 
3491123 (Cal. App. 2005) 

March 

State police major loses defamation lawsuit against 
police union. 

Burns v. State Police Association of Massachusetts, 
66 Mass.App.Ct.1105 (2006) 

June 

In Pennsylvania, police supervisors have absolute 
immunity for defamatory comments made about 
subordinates in course of duty. 

Heller v. Fulare, 2006 WL 1843291 (3rd Cir. 2006) August 

Police union president loses defamation lawsuit 
against mayor. 

McCausland v. City of Atlantic City, 2006 WL 
1451060 (N.J.Super. 2006) 

July 

Disability Issues 
Fire captain not entitled to accidental disability pay 
for hearing loss. 

LaBella v. Hevesi, 810 N.Y.S.2d 603 (A.D. 2006) May 

Improper to discharge firefighter for conduct related 
to psychiatric problems that formed basis for 
disability. 

Lynch v. City of Waukegan, 2006 WL 686581 
(Ill.App. 2006) 

May 

Voluntary Settlement blocks firefighters’ subsequent 
lawsuit. 

Rehrauer v. City of Milwaukee, 2005 WL 3543633 
(Wis.App. 2005) 

February 

Captain who could not make forcible arrest loses 
disability claim. 

Daugherty v. City of Maryland Heights, 2006 
WL 1736348 (Mo.App. 2006) 

September 

Insulin-controlled diabetes not a protected disability. Tropiano v. Pennsylvania State Police, 2006 WL 
2077013 (E.D.Pa. 2006) 

September 

Newark police officer loses disability claim for 
injury suffered while on active military duty in Iraq. 

Mason v. Department of the Treasury, 2006 WL 
1764385 (N.J.Super.A.D. 2006) 

September 
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Discipline 
“Misdemeanor crime of domestic violence” need not 
actually include “domestic relationship” as element. 

In re Petition of Robert Parsons, 2005 WL 3210603 
(W.Va. 2005) 

March 

LAPD loses disciplinary penalty due to statute of 
limitations. 

Sanchez v. City of Los Angeles, 2006 WL 1452672 
(Cal.App. 2006) 

July 

No constitutional violation arising out of internal 
union discipline. 

Hallinan v. Fraternal Order of Police, Chicago 
Lodge 7, 2006 WL 2494743 (N.D.Ill. 2006) 

October 

   
   
Discrimination 
Police department’s anti-nepotism rule violates state 
marital discrimination law, leads to $323K in 
damages. 

Allen v. City of Long Beach, 2006 WL 2218220 
(Cal.App. 2006) 

September 

Not illegal to merely discuss fire applicant’s military 
service during interview. 

Hart v. Hillside Township, 2006 WL 756000 
(D.N.J. 2006) 

May 

Muslim police officer loses religious discrimination 
lawsuit. 

Hyath v. City of Decatur, 2006 WL 825779 
(N.D.Ga. 2006) 

May 

Gay officer wins $623K discrimination verdict. Salvi v. Suffolk County Sheriff’s Department, 67 
Mass.App.Ct. 596 (Mass.App. 2006) 

December 

Firefighter who had sex on duty loses subsequent 
discrimination lawsuit. 

Littrell v. City of Kansas City, Missouri, 2006 
WL 2456359 (8th Cir. 2006) 

November 

Gender-based transfer to night shift can be basis for 
discrimination lawsuit. 

Duckworth v. St. Louis Metropolitan Police 
Department, 2006 WL 2475027 (E.D.Mo. 
2006) 

October 

Dishonesty 
No public policy mandates firing police employees 
how are dishonest. 

Town of Pelham, 2006 WL 2422563 (N.H. 
2006) 

October 

Finding of dishonesty does not preclude officer from 
retaining employment 

Pinto v. City of Visalia, 2006 WL 1431088 
(Cal.App. 2006) 

July 

DROP Plan 
Former spouses entitled to share of DROP benefits. Dennis v. Fire and Police Employees’ Retirement 

System, 2006 WL 118967 (Md. 2006) 
March 

Drug Testing 
Fire Captain successfully argues mints interfered 
with breath test. 

City of Little Rock v. Hudson, 2006 WL 1424040 
(Ark. 2006) 

July 

Due Process 
Due process hearing need not follow evidentiary 
rules. 

Bankhead v. Walker, 2006 WL 1229548 (Ind.App. 
2006) 

June 

Mistake by officer’s attorney as to hearing date 
voids due process claim. 

Arrendondo v. City of Billings, 2006   

Failure to attend pre-disciplinary hearing bars later 
court appeal. 

Daly v. City of Hopkinsville, 2006 WL 657174 
(Ky.App. 2006) 

May 

Violation of “Sunshine Law” amounts to breach of 
due process. 

Day v. Civil Service Commission of Borough of 
Carlisle, 2005 WL 3077231 (Pa.Cmwlth. 2005) 

January 

Arbitration panel does not have authority to change 
composition of multi-union pension board. 

Detroit Chief Financial Officer v. City of Detroit 
Policemen and Firemen Retirement System Board 
of Trustees, 2006 WL 74136 (Mich.App. 2006) 

March 

Placement on unpaid leave of absence required due 
process. 

Giusto v. City of San Mateo, 2006 WL 805072 
(Cal.App. 2006) 

June 

Statements made after termination of employment 
do not impair liberty interests. 

Johnson v. City of Scottsdale, 2006 WL 120321 
(D.Ariz. 2006) 

March 

Officer loses due process claim for injury suffered 
during training. 

Moore v. Guthrie, 2006 WL 401821 (10th Cir. 
2006) 

April 

Fire department’s “shocking” violation of due 
process results in reinstatement, back pay. 

City of Clearwater, FMCS #05-58832 
(Holland, 2006) 

October 

Sheriff’s threats to burn down house, set fire to dog, 
and kill family does not violate due process. 

Nuchols v. Berrong, 2006 WL 2400983 
(E.D.Tenn. 2006) 

November 
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“Pay Lag” violates due process rights of corrections 
officers. 

Adams v. Suozzi, 2006 WL 2619659 (E.D.N.Y. 
2006) 

November 

Officer bound by lawyer’s recommendations for 
process to be used at hearing. 

Oglesby v. Township of Cherry Hill, 2006 WL 
1410736 (N.J.SuperA.D. 2006) 

July 

Duty Of Fair Representation 
   
Evidentiary Privilege 
Illinois becomes the first state to grant an evidentiary 
privilege to union representatives. 

No case citation. Article by Sheila Kiernan and 
Krista Bell, courtesy of Nixon Peabody, LLP. 

January 

   
Fair Labor Standards Act 
Time spent attending and traveling to mandatory 
counseling sessions compensable under FLSA.  

Sehie v. City of Aurora,  2005 WL 3534472 (7th 
Cir. 2005) 

February 

Fire alarm inspectors lose FLSA claim for briefcase 
carrying. 

Singh v. City of New York, 2005 WL 3215140 
(S.D.N.Y. 2005) 

January 

Donning and doffing and the FLSA Point/Counterpoint by Alison Berry Wilkinson and 
Peter Brown 

December 

When employees change shifts, hours worked on the 
trade count towards the employee originally 
scheduled to do the work. 

Senger v. City of Aberdeen, South Dakota, 2006 
WL 2787852 (8th Cir. 2006) 

November 

Family And Medical Leave Act 
Firefighter wins significant FMLA lawsuit. Lubke v. City of Arlington, 2006 WL 1793268 (5th 

Cir. 2006) 
August 

Federal Lawsuit 
   
Fitness For Duty  
Union’s lawsuit blocks appointment of police chief. Rockland Co. Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association, 

Inc. v. Prentergast, 2006 WL 141729 (N.Y.A.D. 
2006) 

March 

Union waived rights to contest result of physical 
fitness tests. 

Sheriff of Middlesex County v. International 
Brotherhood of Correctional Officers, 2005 WL 
3159615 (Mass.App. 2005) 

January 

   
Freedom Of Association  
Wearing union pins off duty is a protected activity. State of New York v. Police Benevolent Association 

of the New York State Troopers, 2005 WL 3676671 
(N.Y.A.D. 2006) 

March 

Freedom Of Information Act  
   
Freedom Of Speech 
Supreme Court curtails public employee speech 
rights. 

No case citation. Article provided by Michael P 
Stone, Esq. and Marc J Berger, Esq. of Stone 
Busailah, LLP. 

July 

Concern over possible disruption in police, fire 
departments caused by speech can be basis for firing 
employees. 

Locurto v. Giuliani, 2006 WL 1130906 (2nd Cir. 
2006) 

June 

Police officer’s testimony before grand jury not 
protected by first amendment. 

Deprado v.  City of  Miami,  446 F.Supp.2d 
1344 (S.D.Fla.  2006)  

December 

The free-speech door perhaps opens a crack. Gray v. City of Cincinnati, 2006 WL 
2193187 (S.D.Ohio 2006) 
 

September 

Grand jury’s indictment shields city from free-
speech retaliation claim. 

Crocker v. City of Kingsville, 2006 WL 2092441 
(S.D.Tex. 2006) 

September 

Fire captain demoted over public comments about 
fireworks display. 

City of Kokomo v. Kern, 852 N.E.2d 623 (Ind.App. 
2006) 

October 
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Restrictions of on-duty political campaigning not 
unreasonable. 

Eggleston v. Bieluch, 2006 WL 2817527 (11th 
Cir. 2006) 

November 

Sergeant’s free speech lawsuit dismissed under new 
supreme court rules. 

Mills v. City of Evansville, IN, 2006 WL 
1679408 (7th Cir. 2006) 

October 

Florida deputies fired for appealing in sexually 
explicit photographs and videos. 

Thaeter v. Palm Beach County Sheiff’s Office, 2006 
WL 1442848 (11th Cir. 2006) 

July 

Garrity Rule 
Ambiguous Garrity warning absolves lawyer of 
malpractice. 

Hopp & Flesch v. Backstreet, 2005 WL 3097462 
(Colo. 2005) 

January 

“No Contact/Interference” order violates Garrity 
Rule. 

State v. Aiken, 2006 WL 2535046 (Ga.App. 
2006) 

October 

Grievance Procedure 
Union misses time limit by one day, loses grievance. City of Englewood, Colorado, LAIG 6356 (Bennett, 

2005) 
August 

Arbitrator finds 14-year delay in filing fire union’s 
grievance a bit too untimely. 

City of Richmond Heights, Ohio and 
International Association of Fire Fighters, 
Local 2009, LAIG 6388 (Weisheit, 2006) 

October 

Officer’s unsuccessful appeal bars later union 
attempt to arbitrate discharge. 

City of Rockford v. Unit 6 of the Policemen’s 
Benevolent and Protective Association of Illinois, 
2005 WL 3540823 (Ill.App. 2005) 

February 

   
Healthcare Issues 
“Authorized” to pay for health insurance does not 
mean “required”. 

Metcalfe v. City of Akron, 2006 WL 2483875 
(OhioApp. 2006) 

November 

Hours Of Work 
   
Insurance 
   
Internal Affairs Issues 
   
   
Job Duties 
Not proper to compare part-time paramedics to full-
time firefighters. 

Szurlinski v. Union Township, Ohio, 2006 WL 
3043125 (S.D.Ohio 2006) 

December 

   
Job Protections 
U.S. Department of Labor publishes long-awaited 
regulations interpreting the Uniformed Services 
Employment And Reemployment Rights Act of 
1994. 

No case citation. Article adapted from the 
December 20, 2005 Labor and Employment 
Advisory published by Alston & Bird, LLP. 

February 

Kentucky’s tort claim law does not obligate 
employers to provide defenses to former employees. 

Louisville/Jefferson County Metro Government v. 
Richardson, 2006 WL 505050 (Ky.App. 2006) 

May 

Refusal to hire police officer violates USERRA. McLain v. City of Somerville, 2006 WL 845820 
(D.Mass. 2006) 

May 

   
Just Cause 
Use of phrase “probationary period” in contract 
implies employer need not have just cause for 
discipline. 

Buesing v. City of Sumner, 2006 WL 1745047 
(Wash.App. 2006) 

August 

“Just Cause” clause in Indiana Chief’s contract 
meaningless. 

Taylor v. Town of New Chicago, 839 N.E.2d 212 
(Ind.App. 2005) 

March 

Overtime 
Town violates contract by forcing officers to work 
overtime. 

Town of Saugus, Massachusetts and Saugus 
Police Patrol Officers Union, LAIG 6383 
(Irvings, 2006) 

November 
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Officers paid two overtime minimums for 
overlapping court appearances. 

City of Oak Park, Michigan, LAIG 6354 (Beitner, 
2006) 

August 

Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 
Kentucky requires physically traumatic evet for 
stress claim to be compensable. 

Kubajak v. Lexington-Fayette Urban County 
Government, 2005 WL 3500042 (Ky. 2005) 

March 

Preferential Treatment 
   
Probationary Officers 
   
Probationary Period 
   
Profiling 
Massachusetts police departments allowed to collect 
officer information for racial profiling assessment. 

Boston Police Patrolmen’s Association v. Police 
Department of Boston, 841 N.E.2d 1229 (Mass. 
2006) 

April 

   
Promotional Examinations 
City required to follow competitive examination 
process for police chief. 

Ohio Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association v. 
Fostoria Civil Service Commission, 2006 WL 
2337601 (OhioApp. 2006) 

December 

   
Promotional Rules 
   
Public Policy 
Connecticut continues to march to own drummer on 
appeals of arbitration decisions. 

Board of Police Commissioners of the City of 
Ansonia v. Stanley, 92 Ct.App. 723 (2005) 

February 

Police union denied access to investigation of deputy 
chief. 

South Portland Police Patrol Association v. City of 
South Portland, 2006 WL 1229549 

June 

Ohio Supreme Court rules home addresses are not 
“records” for purposes of public records law. 

State ex rel. Dispatch Printing Co. v. Johnson, 833 
N.E.2d 274 (Ohio 2005) 

February 

The California Supreme Court bars disclosure of 
police disciplinary records. 

Copley Press, Inc. v. Superior Court, 2006 
WL 2506369 (Cal. 2006) 

October 

No public policy mandates firing police employees 
how are dishonest. 

Town of Pelham, 2006 WL 2422563 (N.H. 
2006) 

October 

Arizona Court rules that personal e-mails on county 
system are not public records. 

Griffis v. Pinal County, 2006 WL 2194622 
(Ariz.App. 2006) 

September 

   
Racial Discrimination  
No obligation for police union to provide legal 
defense in all cases. 

Cornish v. Dallas Police Association, 2005 WL 
3434390 (N.D.Tex. 2005) 

March 

Black police chief loses race discrimination claim. Herbert v. City of Forest Hill, Texas, 2006 WL 
668713 (Tex.App. 2006) 

June 

Court overturns race-based transfers in fire 
department. 

Lomack v. City of Newark, 463 F.3d 303 (3d Cir. 
2006) 

November 

Court upholds jury verdict in favor of white officer 
in race retaliation case. 

Swanson v. City of Bruce, Mississippi, 2006 WL 
717489 (N.D.Miss. 2006) 

May 

Racial Harassment  
Sensitivity training a reasonable response to 
allegation of harassment. 

Osaze v. City of Strongsville, 2006 WL 562186 
(OhioApp. 2006) 

April 

   
Residency Requirements 
Police officer entitled to residency waiver. City of Altoona and FOP, Lodge 8, LAIG 6334 

(O’Connell, 2006) 
May 

City has no right to request tax returns of police 
officers, firefighters. 

State ex rel Fisher v. City of Cleveland, 845 N.E.2d 
500 (Ohio 2006) 

June 
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Retirement/Pension 
San Antonio pension fund loses lawsuit against 
accountants. 

Board of Trustees v. Towers, Perrin, Forster & 
Crosby, 2005 WL 3115532 (Tex.App. 2005) 

February 

Employer not allowed to unilaterally implement 
pension contributions. 

Borough of Port Carbon, Pennsylvania, LAIG 6368 
(Schwartz, 2006) 

August 

City required to include night differential in 
firefighter retirement calculations. 

City of Brockton, Massachusetts, LAIG 6375 
(Saylor, 2006) 

August 

Mandatory retirement age for police upheld. City of Gary v. Mitchell, 843 N.E.2d 929 (Ind.App. 
2006) 

June 

Retirement system must disclose names of those 
receiving largest pensions. 

Detroit Free Press, Inc. v. City of Southfield,  2005 
WL 3484628 (Mich.App. 2005) 

February 

Oregon allowed to cut retirement benefits for public 
employees. 

Robertson v. Kulongoski, 2006 WL 3007758 (9th 
Cir. 2006) 

December 

Pension board has authority to determine police 
chief’s pension benefits in light of last minute $20K 
raise. 

Sedlock v. Board of Trustees of the Police 
Pension Fund of the City of Ottowa, 2006 WL 
2465648 (Ill.App. 2006) 

November 

Past practice defines “retirement” in context of sick 
leave language. 

Tinicum Township, Pennsylvania, LAIG 6374 
(Skonier, 2006) 

August 

   
   
Right To Privacy 
Disclosure of officer’s psychological records can 
support claim for breach of privacy rights. 

Lentz v. City of Cleveland, 2006 WL 144636 
(N.D.Ohio 2006) 

March 

Police test scores and rankings should have been 
released to media. 

Times Leader v. Hazleton Police Civil 
Service Commission, 2006 WL 2883111 
(Pa.Cmwlth. 2006) 

December 

   
Sexual Discrimination 
Court finds physical test in police department is sex 
discrimination. 

United States v. City of Erie, Pennsylvania, 2005 
WL 3610687 (W.D.Pa. 2005) 

February 

Sexual Harassment 
Fear of retaliation no basis for failure to report 
sexual harassment by police chief.  

Howard v. City of Robertsdale, 2006 WL 304552 
(11th Cir. 2006) 

April 

Fire department responded adequately to sexual 
harassment allegations. 

Moran v. City of Detroit, 2006 WL 1083554 
(Mich.App. 2006) 

June 

Knowledge of harassing conduct by supervisors not 
necessarily imputed to employer. 

Weger v. City of Ladue, 2006 WL 571986 (E.D.Mo. 
2006) 

April 

   
   
   
Sick Leave 
Officer given time to produce sick leave 
documentation. 

City of Reading, Pennsylvania, LAIG 6344 
(Colflesh, 2006) 

September 

Police Department sick leave counseling notices not 
subject to grievance procedure. 

Town of Arlington, Massachusetts and Arlington 
Patrolmen’s Betterment Association, LAIG 6331 
(Marrow,2006) 

May 

Stress Disability 
   
Taxes 
   
Termination 
Trooper loses argument that discharge barred by 
statute of limitations. 

McKinney v. Bennett, 2006 WL 1838947 (A.D. 
2006) 

August 

City wrongfully terminates police chief in retaliation 
for lawsuit filed by chief. 

City of Huntington v. Mikles, 2006 WL 
2741877 (Ark.App. 2006) 

November 
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Officer’s sentence in criminal case involved 
forfeiture of public employment. 

State v. Rodriguez, 2006 WL 587608 (N.J.Super 
A.D. 2006) 

May 

Training Standards 
   
Transit 
   
Unfair Labor Practice 
No unfair labor practice when police chief posts 
bulletin board response to union. 

Town of Hampton, 2006 WL 2422575 (N.H. 
2006) 

October 

Unemployment 
Under some circumstances, officer who resigns can 
receive unemployment compensation. 

City of Woburn v. Commissioner of the Department 
of Employment and Training, 837 N.E.2d 729 
(Mass.App. 2005) 

January 

   
Uniforms 
   
Union Bias 
Minneapolis fire captain fails to prove anti-union 
bias. 

Davison v. City of Minneapolis, 2006 WL 980814 
(D.Minn.2006) 

July 

   
Wages 
Detectives not justified in relying on representations 
of assistant chiefs as to wages. 

Rosdail v. Byrne, 2006 WL 1896256 (IowaApp. 
2006) 

September 

Non-union city entitled to freeze firefighter and 
police wages in spite of pre-hire promises. 

Schulz v. City of Longmont, Colorado, 2006 
WL 2732098 (10th Cir. 2006) 

November 

Weingarten Rights 
New Hampshire court rules that Weingarten rights 
are part of just cause standard. 

City of Manchester, 2006 WL 459250 (N.H. 2006) April 

No right to private counsel under Weingarten Rule. Exeter Police Association, 2006 WL 
2346317 (N.H. 2006) 

October 

Whistleblower Protection 
   
Workers’ Compensation 
Corrections officer not entitled to workers’ 
compensation benefits for injury suffered at scene of 
off-site accident. 

Pettigrew v. Workers’ Compensation Appeals 
Board, 48 Cal.Rptr.3d 922 (Cal.App. 2006) 

December 

Time to file Hepatitis C claim begins running on day 
of diagnosis. 

City of Philadelphia v. Workers’ Compensation 
Appeal Board (Sites), 2005 WL 3478348 
(Pa.Cmwlth. 2005) 

February 

Widow of police captain who committed suicide 
wins workers’ comp benefits. 

City of Loveland Police Dapartment v. Industrial 
Claims Appeals Office of the State of Colorado, 
2006 WL 1348420 (Colo.App. 2006) 

August 

Off-duty arrest out of jurisdiction covered by 
workers’ compensation. 

City of Stuttgart v. Bragg, 2006 WL 557100 
(Ark.App. 2006) 

May 

Aneurysm following giving CPR ruled job-related. Ferreyra v. Cumberland County, 623 S.E.2d 825 
(N.C.App. 2006) 

March 

Firefighter loses Hepatitis claim. Flamily v. City of Orlando, 2006 WL 406926 
(Fla.App. 2006) 

April 

EMT’s go-cart accident ruled compensable injury. Frost v. Salter Path Fire and Rescue, 2006 WL 
538068 (N.C.App. 2006) 

April 

No workers’ compensation benefits for volunteer 
firefighter injured while in physical training. 

Hardt v. Town of Watertown, 2006 WL 1028847 
(Conn.App. 2006) 

June 

 
 


